FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
established, the Soviets would have finished their work and would
voluntarily go out of existence.
Further, the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries argued that
the Revolution was a bourgeois revolution, and in the historic
nature of things must be allowed to develop along classical lines,
i.e. the establishment of parliamentary democracy coupled with
land reform. Apparently these gentlemen could not conceive that
the workers and soldiers who had carried through the revolution
could control it and establish their own form of government. The
Bolsheviks then in Petrograd, cut off from their leaders who were
in exile or in prison in Siberia, were not content with the mere
establishment of a Constituent Assembly, but many of them had
no clear ideas as to what should follow. When Lenin, the acknow-
ledged leader of the Bolsheviks, returned from exile, April 16,
1917, he at once advocated not the early summoning of a Con-
stituent Assembly, but the immediate establishment of a Soviet
Republic.
To quote M. Litvinov: "As soon as he arrived, he submitted a
new programme to his party and the people at large, of which the
main plank was that Russia must become not a bourgeois demo-
cratic, and therefore not a parliamentary republic, after the French
or American model, but a Soviet republic, that is, a commonwealth
in which the central power would belong to a central committee
of all the Soviets in the country, and the local government would
be carried on by the local Soviets of delegates from the working
class and the poorer peasantry, as the sole organs of the State. In
other words, the Russian republic was to be a republic in which
the proletarian classes would alone exercise authority, to the
exclusion of the capitalist and landlord classes and their hangers-on.
It would be a Socialist State organization, pursuing as its ultimate
object the expropriation of the propertied classes and the social-
ization of the means of production."
But not to speak of the Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries
who were convinced that the Russian Revolution could be nothing
but a bourgeois revolution, some of the adherents of the Bolsheviks
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